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BUSINESS VOICES OUTSIDE OPINION

‘Agricultural diplomacy’
is cultivating a following

Strong cooperation,
acceptance of solid
science necessary
to boost production
of food, end hunger

BY GEORGE MCGOVERN
AND MARSHALL MATZ

The world’s population just
passed the 7 billion mark, on the
way to 9 billion by 2050. This has
many wondering whether the
dire predictions of English econo-
mist Thomas Malthus in the late
18th century will come true: Will
the world’s population exceed its
capacity to feed itself, particularly
with global warming and the
need for renewable energy?

But there is cause for optimism
this Thanksgiving season. Kofi
Annan, former secretary-general
of the United Nations, describes
the path best. He calls it “agricul-
tural diplomacy.”

As chairman of the Alliance for
a Green Revolution in Africa,
Annan is focusing attention on
the relationship between hunger,
agriculture and economic devel-
opment. And such efforts have
been paying off. There is a grow-
ing sense of cooperation globally
centered on agriculture, sharing
best practices and technology.

Brazil, a powerhouse on agri-
culture, is trying to assist Africa.
China is funding graduate stu-
dents in agriculture from all
across the world. Israel has be-
come the global leader in the
development of agro-technology
for arid and desert climates. The
United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development is dramati-
cally increasing funding for agri-
culture development. The African
Union, a confederation of more
than 50 countries formed in 1999
to address economic and social
issues, is urging its members to
devote at least 10 percent of their
national budgets to agriculture.

The private sector is also re-
sponding to market forces and
global need. Farm implements
and machinery are being created
for small-holder farmers with
only a few acres. Seeds and fertil-
izers are being distributed in
small bags through agro-dealers,
who also teach how to properly
use the products. Micro-financ-
ing is being developed for farmers
who do not own title to their land.

The Gates Foundation, with
backing from Warren Buffett, has
made agriculture one of its two
priorities, along with health care.
The World Bank is focusing on
agriculture and school feeding.

It is a full-court press to meet
the challenge, bringing agricul-
ture research and technological
development into worldwide
focus as engines for change.

Israel has taken a leading role
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A tractor pulls a defoliator, above, which cuts the green tops off of sugar beets in Michigan before they are
harvested. Workers at a vineyard in Italy, left, pick grapes, while a Vietnamese farmer harvests rice. There is
a growing sense of cooperation globally centered on agriculture, sharing best practices and technology.

on desert farming in stressed
conditions. Its drip irrigation
system has received international
attention. These systems, run by
solar-powered computers, deliver
needed nutrients along with the
water. Further, 75 percent of the
water used for irrigation has been
recycled after human use.

According to Doron Lev, a
mango farmer in northern Israel
near the Golan Heights, “We
provide the exact amount of
water and nutrients that the plant
needs and not a drop more”

Such water-focused technology
can be useful across the globe, as
the No. 1 demand on the water
supply is agriculture, with more
than 70 percent of the world’s

available water being used to
grow our food. Every drop counts.
Israel’s technology extends
beyond water and irrigation to
animal agriculture, biotechnology
and post-harvest strategies to
preserve the food that has been
grown. And Israel is sharing it
with its neighbors. You'll see the
same high-tech greenhouses and
fields in Israel and Jordan. Farm
trucks on both sides of the border
have Jordanian, Palestinian and
Israeli license plates, and they
follow road signs with directions
in Hebrew, Arabic and English. It
is agricultural diplomacy at work.
‘We can continue to prove
Malthus wrong, but only if the
world is willing to accept the use

of sound science, including bio-
technology, to boost production,
and the goal of eliminating hun-
ger trumps political conflicts.

Under the leadership of Presi-
dent Barack Obama, the world’s
strongest economies, the G-20,
have embraced a program called
Feed the Future, dedicated to
ending hunger and boosting the
economic development of the
world’s poorest countries. It is
absolutely essential that this
program, which has seen its bud-
get cut by a third, gets the funding
it needs to succeed for moral and
practical reasons.

But if Feed the Future also can
provide a vehicle for commerce
and cooperation between coun-
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Ilinois farms in 2010

76,000

farms covered about 75 percent of
Illinois, or 27 million acres.

lllinois farms produce:

14% 16% 7%
of U.S. of U.S. of U.S.
soybeans corn pigs

In 2007, the average Illinois farm sold
$173,421 worth of products and had
$117,683 in operating expenses.

SOURCE: lll. Dept. of Agriculture ~ TRIBUNE

tries where mutual trust is limited
or does not exist, then, maybe,
just maybe, the program can help
turn a few swords into plow-
shares.

George McGovern served as a US.
senator from South Dakota from
1963 to 1981. He was the Demo-
cratic nominee for president in
1972. Marshall Matz is former
counsel to the U.S. Senate Commit-
tee on Agriculture and founding
chairman of the board of the World
Food Program USA. He practices
law in Washington, D.C.
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BID LIVE OR ONLINE WITH BIDSPOTTER.COM
By Order of the United States Bankruptcy Court
& David E. Grochocinski, Bankruptcy Trustee We
Will Sell MY BAPS & VIJAY CONSTRUCTION
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30th. 11:00 AM
7601 South Kedzie, Chicago, Illinois (3) Excavators *
(8) Skidsteers * (7) Dump Trucks * (2) Vib Rollers * (2)
Mack Tractors * Peterbuilt Tractor * (6)Pick-up Trucks
* () Dump Trailers * (9) Equipment Trailers (2) Stake
Body Trucks * (2) Service Trucks * (2) Cargo Vans 08
Lexus RX350 * 08 Honda SRV * 05 Toyota Highlander *
Stone Misers * Trench Boxes * Concrete Breakers * Cold
Planer * Concrete Saws * Forms * Tampers * Concrete
Floats & Finishing Tools * Screeds * Water Pumps *
Rebar * Generators * Rebar Cutters * & Much More.
More Info on our Web page WWW.AMER-AUCTION.COM
TERMS: A $200.00 refundable deposit required to bid. All
funds must be in cash or cashiers checks. Company checks
will be accepted with a bank letter guaranteeing payment.
Allitems sold as-is were-is without warranty or guarantee.
On Site 10% Buyer Premium. 13% on Line

AMERICAN AUCTION ASSOCITES, INC.  (708) 599-7491
8515 S. Thomas Ave., Bridgeview, IL 60455 440.000389

SUPERMARKET EQUIPMENT

PUBLIC AUCTION

THURSDAY, DEC. 1

TIME: 10:30 Gray’s IGA
H ¥ am

INSPECTION: 9am Food

3214 Auburn St., Rockford, IL 61106

*Tyler Refrigeration *Meat Saws/Slicers/Grinders/Rotisserie
*Gas Broasters#1800GH «View Website for Complete List!

ONLINE ONLY
AUCTION:

RESTAURANT
EQUIPMENT

from The Former

BoB KiNnG AUCTIONS

Serving the Midwest Since 1989
www.bobkingauctions.com e 847.854.9913
UPCOMING AUCTION:
Home & Office Electronics Distributor
Saturday, December 3 - Alsip, IL

Electronics, computers, printers, scanners, copiers, home
entertainment centers, TV’s, home furniture, AND MUCH MORE!

Tres Mexican Kitchen

restourant. To bid on the
equipment register at
BidSpotter.com. Auction
ends December 2nd. Too
much equipment to list-for
complete catalog go to

www.barliantauctions.com
or

www.bidspotter.com
or call (630) 553-6992

Barliant Aucfions, Inc.
linois License
#440.0000425.

U.S. MARSHALS SERVICE
NATIONAL JEWELRY AUCTION

2-DAY LIVE / ONLINE SIMULCAST AUCTION
Friday, Dec. 2nd & Saturday, Dec. 3rd @ 10 A.M. CST

Fine Jewelry, Watches, Diamonds & Coins
Austin Convention Center
500 East Cesar Chavez, Ballrooms B&C, Austin, Texas 78701
[ Preview: Thursday, Dec. 1st, Noon - 5 PM. CST |

Visit www.txauction.com for
ONLINE AUCTIONS
Featuring Assets Formerly Belonging to Sue Sachdeva & Marc Dreier

Fine Art, Designer Clothing, Shoes & Handbags

Gaston & Sheehan Auctioneers, Inc. TXL 6497
(512) 251-2780 or (512) 251-3002

e PUBLIC AUCTION =

Surplus To The
Ongoing Needs Of:

1785 North Edgeland Drive

Date: Wed Nov 30, 2011 At 10:00 AM
Inspection: Tues Nov 29, 9 AM - 4 PM

VINYL/ALUMINUM WINDOW
& DOOR MANUFACTURER

TERMS: Cash or Certified Funds w/15%,/17% Buyer’ s Fee. $300 Cash Deposit.
1L # 044000200.

Follow us on 3

1 (800) 754-4430 » www.badgerauction.com

. Window & ¢ Material Handling Equipment
Door f i i . ing & Fixtures
* Air Compressors & Dryers
* Machine Tools & Accessories
TERMS: To Be Sold In Accordance w/CRG Terms As Published On
Web & Auction Catalog. Richard Reese, Auctioneer IL Lic# 441.00911
In conjunction with

Auction |

Capital Recovery Group. LLC
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