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A MILLION-DOLLAR TAB

WHAT DOES A MILLION-DOLLAR LEGAL BILL LOOK LIKE? IN SOME CASES, THERE'S NOT A LOT TO SEE.
Firms that specialize in mergers and acquisitions, for example, often bill on a flat-fee basis, sending
clients non-itemized bills “for legal services rendered.” But a typical invoice lists every lawyer who worked
on a matter, the task completed by each, how long it took, and how much it cost based on the lawyer’s
hourly rate. Bills also include expenses, such as photocopying or hotel charges. Here's a bill from a lawsuit
involving two manufacturers. A federal magistrate judge in Maryland ordered the defendant to pay part of
the plaintiff's legal bill. The parties then fought over the amount, and the court’s ruling, issued in January,

offered this glimpse into what goes into a $1-million-plus legal tab.

THE LAWSUIT: VICTOR STANLEY V. CREATIVE PIPE

V Attorneys’ Fees

—DAVID LAT

RANDELL OGG

$622,130.00

Ogg, who has his own law practice in the District, spent more than 1,800 hours
on this case, at $325 to $350 an hour.

STEFAN SHAIBANI

$3,800.00

In many cases, especially ones involving extensive document review, much

of the work is done by attorneys who wark for law firms on a contract basis
(as opposed to those who are firm employees). Shaibani is a contract attorney
who worked with Ogg on this matter at $250 an hour.

RANDELL OGG'S PARALEGALS

$18,514.50

Assistance from paralegals is essential in cases that are complex or involve
many documents. Ogg billed out his paralegals at $50 to $60 an hour.,

ROBERT WOLINSKY

$182,453.50

Wolinsky, a litigation partner at Hogan Lovells, served as co-counsel with
Ogg, billing $370 to $420 an hour for 466 hours.

STEVEN HOLLMAN

$8,212,50

Hollman, a senior litigation partner at Hogan Lovells, billed the plaintiff at
$625 an hour for 18 hours. But Judge Paul Grimm reduced his rate to $450
an hour in setting the fee award, based on court-issued guidelines for what
constitutes a “reasonable” rate.

HOGAN LOVELLS ASSOCIATES

$62,006.25

Hegan Lovells billed out four of its associates at $270 to $355 an hour, but
Grimm reduced these to sither $225 or $250 an hour, again based on fes
guidelines. (He approved the higher hourly rate for two associates who had
clerked for federal judges, a valuable experience for young litigators.)

HOGAN LOVELLS PARALEGALS

$3,536.25

Some paralegal billing rates are as high as those for attorneys. Hogan Lovells
charged the plaintiff $240 to $245 an hour for its paralegals, but Grimm found
these rates excessive and applied a rate of $115 an hour instead.

¥V Costs

BILLED BY LAW OFFICES OF RANDELL C. 0GG

$39,353.76

Expenses related to court transcripts, travel, legal research,
subpoenas, and depositions.

BILLED BY HOGAN LOVELLS

$12,974.24

Expenses related to court transcripts and computer research

BILLED BY GUIDANCE SOFTWARE

$95,969.04

With more information being stored electronically—on computers, smartphones,
or tablets or “in the cloud” — parties sometimes hire computer forensic constiltants
to figure cut how to obtain and process needed data, Here the plaintiff retained
Pasadena-based Guidance Software to determine whether the defendant had
destroyed electronic evidence, whether deleted data could be refrieved, and how
further data destruction could be prevented. The services of such consultants are
often essential but aren't cheap.

| TOTAL ATTORNEYS' FEES
TOTAL OTHER COSTS

$901,553.00
$148,297.04

TOTAL FEES c

$1,049,850.0
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